Your Task: Analyze the sample argument prompts on your table using the progression chart below. Where do you think
each activity falls on the progression with respect to each question on the chart? Discuss each item with your table
group.

ARGUMENT PROGRESSION

How open is the question?

Closely defined with Open with
two to three potential multiple potential
answers answers
S
&
How much information or data are students working with?
How large is the pool of possible evidence?
Small and already Large but defined Large and
defined by teacher developed by
students
b
&
What type of information or data are students working with?
Only Both relevant and
appropriate/relevant irrelevant
information is information
available included
Y
d
What components of an argument are students working with?
Claims Evidence Reasoning Counter- Rebuttal of
argument counter-argument
>
How much responsibility do students have?
(Fisher and Frey’s Gradual Release of Responsibility)
Teacher does it Class does it Group work Independent work
together
Who is the audience for this argument?
Teacher Teacher and peers Audience outside
the classroom
Beginning/novice Advanced

Discussion Questions:

* When would an argumentation task be on the left side of the continuum for every question?
*  When might you develop an argumentation task that is at very different places on the continuum for different
questions?

*  When would you develop an argumentation task that is at the more advanced end of the continuum across the
board?



